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SUBJECT: MINISTER BELKHODJA'S CALL ON ASSISTANT SECRETARY 
ATHERTON 

REF: STATE 176249 

1 . DURING CALL ON ATHERTON MINISTER EXPRESSED GREAT 
SATISFACTION WITH CURRENT VISIT, STATING HE HAD BEEN WELL 
RECEIVED EVERYWHERE. SAID HE HOPES TO SEE MORE U.S. 

PRIVATE PARTICIPATION IN DEVELOPMENT OF TUNISIA'S AGRI- 
CULTURAL SECTOR. 

2. AFTER PRAISING TUNISIA'S ECONOMIC PROGRESS AND 
WELCOMING MINISTER S DESIRE FOR LARGER ROLE FOR U.S. 

FIRMS, ATHERTON TURNED DISCUSSION TO CURRENT MID-EAST 
PEACEMAKING EFFORT. OUTLINING SECRETARY'S TRAVEL PLANS, 
ATHERTON EXPLAINED THAT WHILE U.S. REALIZES THERE ARE 
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MANY OBSTACLES TO SUCCESS THERE IS SOME PROSPECT THAT A 
VIABLE PEACE SETTLEMENT WILL BE ACHIEVED. HE NOTED 
BOURGUIBA'S EARLY ADVOCACY OF A CONSTRUCTIVE APPROACH. 
COMMENTING THAT OTHERS NOW HAVE FOLLOWED HIS GOOD EXAMPLE. 

3. BELKHODJA RESPONDED EFFUSIVELY, CHARACTERIZING A POS- 
SIBLE PEACE SETTLEMENT AS.QUOTE: THE HISTORIC ACT OF THE 
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CENTURY. UNQUOTE AND PROMISING TO TELL BOURGUIBA WHAT 
ATHERTON HAD SAID. HE ASKED SEVERAL TIMES IF SECRETARY 
COULD STOP BRIEFLY IN TUNISIA TO DISCUSS SITUATION WITH 
BOURGUIBA. ATHERTON REPLIED THAT CROWDED SCHEDULE AND 
NEED TO RETURN TO WASHINGTON IN TIME TO PREPARE FOR PRC 
TRIP REGRETFULLY WOULD MAKE EVEN HALF HOUR VISIT FINALLY 
PROPOSED BY BELKHODJA IMPOSSIBLE. 

4. MINISTER RAISED CLASHES BETWEEN EGYPT AND LIBYA, 

REMARKING THAT TUNISIA HAD RESPONDED MORE CALMLY TO LIBYAN 
PROVOCATION, PARTIALLY BECAUSE IT HAD LITTLE CHOICE. 

ATHERTON DESCRIBED THE CONFLICT AS SERIOUS WITH RIVALRY 
BETWEEN THE PARTIES PERSISTING. HE SAID USG HOPES TO 

AVOID INVOLVEMENT AND TO CONSERVE ITS ENERGIES FOR OTHER 
PROBLEMS. BELKHODJA COMMENTED THAT EACH REGION OF WORLD 
SEEMS TO HAVE ITS QUOTE: CUBA.UNQUOTE EMPLOYING CLAN- 
DESTINE MEANS RATHER THAN OVERT TO ACCOMPLISH ITS ENDS. 

5. BELKHODJA MET WITH AID ADMINISTRATOR GILLIGAN ON JULY 
28, AFTER EARLIER APPOINTMENT HAD TO BE CANCELLED BY 
GILLIGAN DUE TO LAST MINUTE MEETING ON THE HILL. ALTHOUGH 
BELKHODJA'S FEATHERS RUFFLED BY THIS CANCELLATION (FYI: 
BELKHODJA CANCELLED PRIOR MEETING AT LAST MINUTE WITH 
GILLIGAN PREVIOUS WEEK). JULY 28 MEETING IS BELIEVED 

TO HAVE ASSUAGED IRRITATION (SEPTEL BY AID FOLLOWS). 
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6. DEPARTMENT IS POUCHING BELKHODJA'S SCHEDULE AND 
OTHER PERTINENT INFO. WILL POUCH FOLLOW-UP INFO FROM CU 
AS RECEIVED. 

CHRISTOPHER 
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